DRAWING AND MUSIC                 145

Prussian Ministry of Education call special atten-
tion to the important part played by music in the
life of the individual and society and declare that
* music is not the affair of an individual group but
a source of elevation and joy for all classes of
people'/

In many schools boys who are specially gifted
in singing form the school chorus, while those who
can play on musical instruments form the school
orchestra. The chorus and the orchestra practise
at least once a week and give a performance when-
ever a school festival is celebrated. The most
important annual festival is the festival which is
held in every German school on the nth August
to celebrate the anniversary of the German Re-
public. The anniversaries of the deaths of
eminent German poets, artists and men of letters
are also celebrated in all the schools in accordance
with the instructions of the Ministry of Education
of. the State concerned. On these occasions, as
well as at the annual sports and prize distribution
of each school, the chorus and orchestra of the
school render valuable assistance,

1 Vide  The  Reorganisation of Education in Prussia by  I.   L.
Kanctel and Thomas Alexander, p. 419.